
64 |   AUSTRALIAN HOUSE & GARDEN

Top 50 Rooms | MATERIALS

48 
Colour wash  
Brett Mickan, Brett Mickan Interior Design 
For interior designer Brett Mickan, introducing hints of this 

home’s former life as an early 1900s factory influenced much of his materials 
selection. “When designing a space, I like to reference the history of a building,” 
says Brett. The beauty of the room lies in the balance between soft and hard 
elements. Where built-in timber joinery creates clean lines, rich and colourful 
fabrics, carpet and wallpapers have been layered with the owner’s extensive art 
collection to soften the space and create a luxurious inner-city sanctuary. 
Brett Mickan Interior Design, Surry Hills, NSW;  (02) 8065 5492  
or bmid.com.au.  

46 
Hearth and soul  
Juliette Arent and Sarah-Jane 
Pyke, Arent&Pyke and Luigi 

Rosselli Architects
The interiors of this Sydney home have been 
overlayed with a warm materials palette that is 
robust enough to withstand the daily ‘knocks’ 
of the family of six who call it home. In the 
sunken lounge room, a medley of stone is 
softened by curved joinery and plush, 
wheat-hued woollen upholstery. Says the 
owner, “Every finish we picked had three 
teenage boys and little kids’ hands in mind.”
Arent&Pyke, Surry Hills, NSW;  
(02) 9331 2802 or arentpyke.com. 

47 
Talking texture 
David Burton and Sophia Leopardi,   
Williams Burton Leopardi 

Taking cues from the original heritage home,  
Williams Burton Leopardi’s fusion of old with  
new in this renovation is a meditation on  
longetivity and craftsmanship. Here in the  
kitchen, the swirling dark-grey veining of Cote  
D’Azur marble creates a striking visual contrast  
with the rigid vertical lines of the joinery. A mix  
which speaks to the designers’ desire to celebrate  
materials that are simultaneously rich and  
textural, sleek and timeless.  
Williams Burton Leopardi, Adelaide, SA;  
(08) 8223 1177 or designbywbl.com.au. 

ROOM NOTES  Moroso Gogan coffee tables, 
Mobilia. Round plate by Ricca Okano, Elaine Kim vase 
by and Ella Tindal jug, all The DEA Store. Studio Raw 
Material ‘Sienna Plateua’ low table, Moebel. Round 
plate by Tenshin Juba, Fineworks Paddington. Hem 
‘Lolly’ side table, District. ‘River Effigies’ stoneware 
vase by Kate Dorrough, Arthouse Gallery.  

 
ROOM NOTES Cote D’Azur marble splashback, 
CDK Stone. Engineered stone benchtop in Fresh 
Concrete, Caesarstone. Inax ‘Yohen’ border tile  
wall finish in Speckle, Eco Tile Factory. 

Best use of materials

SPONSORED BY

W I N N E R

ROOM NOTES Custom bench with seat cushion by Coco’s Soft Furnishings in ‘Inge 
Holst’ fabric, Elliott Clarke. Seat back in ‘Jab’ striped fabric from Unique Fabrics. 
Photographic artwork by Keith Raessler. Vintage painting of girl by unknown artist. 
Taxidermy from Lydie du Bray Antiques.
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